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June 5, 2007 
 
To: All Shelters, Rescues, Pet Shops, veterinarians, and all others involved in animal care, sales and rearing.  
From: Brad Mitchell 
           Director, Division of Biosecurity and Regulatory Services 
RE: New Disease Reporting Requirements 
 
Effective immediately all shelters, rescues, pet shops, diagnostic laboratories, and veterinarians will be required to 
report incidents of certain diseases to the Department of Agricultural Resources.  These diseases are: 

Canine Parvovirus 
 Canine distemper 
 Canine influenza 
 Feline  panleukepenia 
             Feline calicivirus 
             Chronic or recurrent respiratory disease that cannot be controlled 
 Chronic or recurrent gastrointestinal disease that cannot be controlled 
             Chronic and pervasive skin conditions that cannot be controlled. 
  
This action is being taken because the Department has noted a number of instances where there has been a high 
incidence of disease in animals imported by various businesses and organizations.  Most recently, two rescue 
organizations were associated with a fairly large number of dogs with parvovirus. Cases were noted in several 
groups of imports over several months. In order to operate in MA, these groups will have additional requirements 
put on them to reduce the risk of their importing diseases.  Among other requirements, they will be held to a strict 
vaccine schedule, a 7-day isolation period, and be restricted to bringing in dogs of no less than 16 weeks of age.   
 
Existing state requirements set out basic provisions under which animals are to be imported into the state.  While 
most operations are able to function effectively under these requirements, some apparently need more guidance and 
stricter parameters to ensure the health of animals they import. Rather than raise the standard for all pet shops, 
shelters, and rescues, we have determined it would be best to put more stringent standards on those that have 
difficulties. In short, we will monitor these diseases. If a pattern of disease associated with a given operation 
emerges, we may put stricter controls on that operation. 
 
Please note that a single incident of disease will not necessarily or likely result in stricter standards for a given 
operation.  It is a pattern that will trigger additional action.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Michael Cahill at 617.626.1794. 
 
 
 
 
Brad Mitchell 
Director, Division of Biosecurity and Regulatory Services 


